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Ganjam Shines

in Delhi again

Chatrapur :
district has once again
brought laurels at the na-
tional level in New Delhi
by securing three presti-
gious national awards.

Ganjam

While two  Gram
Panchayats of the district
have received the
Deendayal Upadhyay
Panchayat Sustainable
Development Awards,
Ganjam district has
earned the distinction of
receiving the Nanaji
Deshmukh Sarvottam
Panchayat Sustainable
Development Award. Out
of four Panchayats and
one district from the en-
tire State selected for
these national awards,
Ganjam alone has se-
cured three awards.
Mandar Panchayat of
Polsara Block has been

recognised as the Second
Best “Socially Just and
Secure” Panchayat in the
country, while Potlampur
Panchayat of Chatrapur
Block has secured the
award for the Third Best
Healthy Panchayat in In-
dia. Similarly, Ganjam dis-
trict has been awarded as
the Second Best District
Panchayat in the country.

At a grand ceremony
organised in the national
capital New Delhi, the
awards, trophies, cita-
tions and incentive
amounts were received
on behalf of the people of
Ganjam district from the
Union Minister of
Panchayati Raj by Zilla
Parishad Chairperson
Anjali Swain, Ganjam
Collector V. Keerthi
Vasan, Chief Executive

AIYITR e

&

velopment Officer of
Ganjam Zilla Parishad
Sameer Kumar Jena,
APD Bijay Behera,

Polsara BDO
Shashibhusan
Mohapatra, Chatrapur
BDO Sambit Sangramyjit
Sahu, Potlampur
Sarpanch  Niranjan
Pradhan, PEO Rozalin
Behera, Mandar
Sarpanch Sunita Jena and

TS aTad qeesTe g

National Panchayat Award Ceremony ;

Southwest monsoon arrives in Kerala:IMD

New Delhi: The southwest monsoon
set over Kerala Thursday, according to
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD). Typically, the monsoon arrives
in Kerala around June 1, which marks
the beginning of the Southwest mon-
soon season (June-September). “The

southwest monsoon has further ad-
vanced into the remaining parts of
southwest and southeast Arabian Sea,
some parts of westcentral and
eastcentral Arabian Sea, entire
Lakshadweep islands, Kerala and
Mahe, some parts of Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu, remaining parts of
Comorin area, southeast Bay of Ben-
gal and some more parts of south-
west, westcentral, eastcentral and
northeast Bay of Bengal today the 4th
June, 2026,” the IMD said.
Previously, the weather depart-
ment had predicted that the monsoon

would begin over Kerala May 26;
however, the arrival was delayed.

Last week, the department revised
its forecast for seasonal rainfall, indicat-
ing that it would be below normal. The
IMD expects rainfall in India to be
around 90% of the long-period average
(LPA) this year. The LPA
refers to the rainfall re-
corded in a specific region
over a defined period, such
as a month or season, av-
eraged over a long dura-
tion, typically 30 to 50
years. The long-period av-
erage (LPA) of seasonal
rainfall over the country as
a whole, based on data from 1971 to
2020, is 87 cm. If the monsoon season
sees less than 90 pc of LPA rainfall, the
IMD classifies it as ‘deficient’.

One reason behind the below-nor-
mal rainfall could be the emergence
of El Nino conditions, which lead to
less rain during the monsoon in the
country. Currently, neutral El Nino-
Southern Oscillation conditions are
transitioning towards El Nino condi-
tions over the equatorial Pacific re-
gion. The IMD said that EI Nino con-
ditions are likely to be weak in June,
and moderate to strong in September.

o - ¥ @&y 909 e ¢ImY :

|

Parishad office.

As part of the awards,
Ganjam district has re-
ceived an incentive
amount of Rs 3 crore,
Mandar Panchayat Rs
37.50 lakh and Potlampur
Panchayat Rs 25 lakh.

Ganjam Collector Shri
Vasan stated that this his-
toric achievement has
been possible due to the
collective and continuous

efforts and mutual coop-
eration of public repre-
sentatives, Panchayati
Raj representatives, dis-
trict and local administra-
tion, Self Help Groups
and above all the people
of Ganjam district. He
said the entire credit goes
to the people of the dis-
trict. The Collector ex-
pressed hope that these
awards would inspire all
Panchayats of the district
to undertake more
people-centric welfare
activities in the future.
The Government of
India has laid down nine
parameters for achieving
development goals at the
local level. Ganjam dis-
trict has secured these
national awards due to its
excellence in those pa-
rameters. Earlier too,

¢.8.00 e QaI-I

Ganjam District Bags Three Prestigious National Awards

Ganjam district has
earned several presti-
gious recognitions at the
national level. Stating that
Ganjam has successfully
maintained its glorious
legacy, the Collector ap-
pealed to the people of the
district to shun single-use
plastic, enrich nature and
the environment, under-
take extensive plantation
drives, always follow
rules and regulations, and
work with greater dedi-
cation in the fields of edu-
cation, health, sports, lit-
erature and culture so as
to take the district’s repu-
tation to the global stage.

Following this national
recognition, congratula-
tory messages have been
pouring in from various
quarters for Ganjam dis-
trict.

At least 12 dead, seven injured in
Sri Lanka elderly care home blaze

Colombo: At least 12
people were killed and
seven others injured after
a fire broke out at an eld-
erly care home in Sri
Lanka, police said Thurs-
day. The blaze erupted at
around 5:30 pm Wednes-
day at the Mawpiya
Sevana Elderly Care
Home in Anguruwatota,
about 65 km southeast of
Colombo, in Kalutara dis-
trict. Police said 10 resi-
dents were found dead at
the premises, while two
succumbed to injuries af-
ter being admitted to the
Horana Base Hospital.
The owner of the pri-
vately run care home
was arrested Thursday
as investigations into the
incident continued, police
said. More than 70 eld-
erly residents were at
the facility when the fire
broke out.

According to police, it
was the “worst” incident

involving fatalities from a
fire in recent times on
the island. A total of 51
residents were rescued
and have been provided
with temporary accom-
modation at a nearby
school. Seven injured
persons remain

hospitalised, police said.

The fire was doused
with the assistance of
residents and police. A
magisterial inquiry was
conducted by Horana
Magistrate

Lakmini

Vidanagamage. Police
said charred bodies were
recovered from the debris
in her presence, including
that of a cat. Initial re-
ports had suggested that
a gas cylinder explosion
may have contributed to
the rapid spread of the
flames. However, au-
thorities said the exact
cause of the fire has not
yet been determined.
Police said investiga-
tions into the incident are
continuing.
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